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for an investigation by a special commission (including members of
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In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT
SYSTEM STUDY COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 There is hereby established a special commission to study the
2 effects of the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System
3 (MCAYS) including, but not limited to, the matter of the adminis-
4 trations of multiple assessments, the MCAS appeals process, the
5 impact of MCAS on student drop-outs, the impact of MCAS on
6 teaching and learning and the progress of students who did not
7 receive diplomas since June, 2003 despite meeting local high
8 school graduation requirements. Said Commission shall consist
9 of the Speaker of the House of Representatives or his designee
10 and three additional member to be appointed by the Speaker of the
11 House, the President of the Massachusetts Senate or his designee
12 and three other members to be appointed by the President of the
13 Senate, the House and Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee on
14 Education, Arts and Humanities, who shall both serve as chairs of
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said commission, and one member appointed by the following
organizations: the Massachusetts Association of School Commit-
tees, the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents,
the Massachusetts Association of Vocational Administrators, the
Massachusetts Teachers Association and the Massachusetts Feder-
ation of Teachers. The Commission shall file a report with the
House and Senate Clerks and the Joint Committee on Education
Arts and Humanities not later than October 31, 2005, along with
any legislation necessary to put its recommendations into effect.
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